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A. Personal Statement

As a clinician-scientist, my research is directed at finding methods to prevent visual disability following optic
neuritis. My team and collaborative international studies are making significant strides in spreading the
knowledge that "time is vision" in acute optic neuritis. We are working as a global consortium named ACON
(the acute optic neuritis network), to study multimodal clinical and paraclinical parameters in inaugural optic
neuritis, and to improve global access to rapid diagnosis and treatment of optic neuritis in myelin-
oligodendrocyte glycoprotein disorder (MOGAD), seropositive and seronegative neuromyelitis optica spectrum
disorder (NMOSD), chronic relapsing optic neuritis (CRION) and multiple sclerosis (MS). Our goals have
included investigating the effect of time from onset of visual loss to treatment and identifying disease-specific
patterns to aid rapid diagnosis. The tools we use include clinical characteristics, serum biomarkers, imaging
biomarkers, pain patterns and issues relating to patient-related outcomes. Investigating these multimodal
parameters in early, first-ever, autoimmune optic neuritis with with our global team has shown that focusing on
rapid treatment and optimizing etiology-specific patterns of treatment, can lessen the risk for permanent visual
disability in NMOSD, MOGAD and seronegative-NMOSD affected patients.
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